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CHAPTER IV.

CONCERNING FEASTS, DANCES; THE GAMES OF DISH
AND CROSSE; WHAT THEY CALL ONONHAROIA.

thing our Savages are accustomed to do in virtue

of their dreams; I should be compelled to display
on this paper too many absurdities. I shall content
myself with saying that their dreams usually relate
either to a feast, or to a song, or to a dance, or to a
game,— or, lastly, to a certain sort of mania that they
in fact call Ononiaroia, or ‘‘ turning the brain upside
down.” If therefore it happens that some one of
some consideration falls sick, [121] the Captain goes
to inquire so often, on behalf of the Old Men, what
he has dreamed, that at last he draws from him what
he desires for his health, and then they all put them-
selves to trouble to find it for him; if it does not ex-
ist, it must be found. From this mode of acting,
and from the fact that they exercise hospitality among
themselves gratuitously, taking nothing except from
us, from whom they always expect something, I en-
tertain the hope that they will one day become sus-
ceptible of Christian charity.

The ononkara is for the sake of mad persons, when
some one says that they must go through the Cabins
to tell what they have dreamed. Then, as soon as
it is evening, a band of maniacs goes about among
the Cabins and upsets everything; on the morrow
they return, crying in a loud voice, ‘“ We have

I DO not undertake to mention in detail every-



